
 

TO:  Students Registered for Honors English 11: British and World Literature and Honors Pre-College Writing 

FROM:  Mr. Krafthefer 

DATE:  June 2nd, 2022 

SUBJECT:  Summer Reading Requirements 

 

Welcome to Honors British and World Literature and Honors Pre-College!  First, be thoughtful for the work needed over 

this summer and for yourselves.  If you have worries, contact Mr. Krafthefer. 

 

Please carefully read the instructions & information below regarding required reading prior to beginning classes this fall.   

 

1.  Lord of the Flies, William Golding.                  (about 202 pages)  

This classic tale about a group of English schoolboys who are plane wrecked on a deserted island is just as 

chilling and relevant today as when it was first published in 1954. This text will be distributed in class.  If 

attending remotely, it may be claimed in the main office.  You may be charged for lost books, so be careful. 

Instead of journals for this book, you will be writing a reflective essay on the first week of class & a 

writing prompt conversation will be available on Google Forms (see below). Be warned. “Watching the 

movie” or reading the “Cliffs Notes” may be good supplements, but they can’t substitute careful or 

thoughtful reading of the texts.  Free Online Text at:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1keSQ3IZ7RQHZqa7Cq183box2Z7CDQ7gr/view?usp=sharing  

 

2.  1984, George Orwell.                   (about 245 pages) 

Discover how Winston rebels against the Party and maintains his individualism.  Written in 1948, Orwell reminds 

us that freedom, integrity, and individual consciousness are important. This text will be distributed in class.  If 

attending remotely, it may be claimed in the main office.  You may be charged for lost books, so be careful.  

Free Online Text at: http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100021.txt  

Same instructions as Lord of the Flies. A reflective essay & summertime prompt will be on Google Forms (below). 
 

3.  Read one novel written by another British author; (use the attached list for some suggested British authors) 

. Challenge yourself with new works and authors.   

 

4.  Read one novel considered World Literature (it cannot be British). You have many options here. This is an  

opportunity for you to explore the literature of other countries—India, China, Japan, Iraq, Iran, France,  

Germany, Russia, etc. We will have a small selection of world literature books available to check out for summer 

reading, but there are many other possibilities! The attached list is a place to start.    

 

Be intentional and thoughtful as you read the FOUR required books.            (aim for about 1200 pages total) 

 

• Be sure to log on to each Google Form & offer thoughts to guide conversation on 1984 and Lord of the Flies. This 

assignment will change throughout the summer (one each month). Be sure to include roughly 150 words+ of your 

thoughts and that they reflect the prompt offered for the month they are submitted. Some review and reference to 

previous submissions will be added in later months. Plan your time carefully!   

1984 https://forms.gle/9AQVdnHqh2yPAUrv6  

Lord of the Flies https://forms.gle/MEMKoNpjGjUfAc6h8  
 

• Keep a reading journal on your chosen novels using the attached form.  Record your thoughts & responses to the 

reading. This journal should include eight entries, at least four pages long total. Date each entry. The journal prompts 

on page two are included for your use; choose the ones that fit your particular novel. Write the prompt, entry number, 

& your response. You will be required to hand in your journal at the beginning of Quarter 1.   

 

The reading journal will be collected the first day of class. You should recognize that students who do not complete the 

summer reading, find themselves academically “in the hole” when classes begin. Read; work hard. Don’t cheat yourself. 

 

If you have any questions or any worries or needs regarding this requirement, contact me immediately. I will be checking 

email at least once a week over the summer. Please e-mail me at the following address: mkrafthe@isd94.org 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1keSQ3IZ7RQHZqa7Cq183box2Z7CDQ7gr/view?usp=sharing
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100021.txt
https://forms.gle/9AQVdnHqh2yPAUrv6
https://forms.gle/MEMKoNpjGjUfAc6h8
mailto:mkrafthe@isd94.org


British & World Literature    

      

 Mr. Krafthefer

Prompts for Journal Responses 

These prompts should be considered before, during and after you read your novels.  Be sure to write detailed 

notes to guide your responses.   

 

 

Note: While these prompts are a good place to start, they are not mandatory.  Use them to guide your thoughts.  

Rather than a Recap—again, be certain to provide depth into your thinking as you’ve read.   

 

 
Engagement 

• What are your feelings about or reactions to the 

text or experience?  

• What were your experiences in entering into the 

world of the text or experience?  

• Which character or people did you identify or 

empathize with and why?  

Recalling/recounting 

• What happens in the story or experience?  

• What are the characters’ or persons’ traits, 

beliefs, goals, plans and knowledge?  

• What is the setting or world of the text or 

experience in terms of social, psychological or 

cultural forces?  

• What are your predictions of story outcomes or 

consequences of the experience?  

Inferring/explaining 

• What are some reasons for the characters’ or 

persons’ actions in terms of their traits, beliefs, 

goals, plans and knowledge?  

Connecting 

• To what does the current text or experience 

remind you (e.g. autobiographical experiences, 

other texts)? 

• How do these experiences or other texts relate to 

your reading?  

Constructing cultural worlds 

• What are the different cultural worlds operating 

in the text, worlds defined by peer group, school, 

community, family, class, region, race, or 

nationality?  

• What are the norms constituting these different 

worlds?  

• What is the main character’s relationship to these 

different norms?  

Interpretation 

• What meanings do the characters’ or persons’ 

actions represent?  

• What ideas or beliefs are being addressed in the 

text or experience?  

• What have you learned from responding to the 

text or experience?  

Judgment 

• How would you judge or assess the characters or 

persons?  

• How would you judge the quality of the text?   
 

 
 

 

 
*Anson, Chris and Beach, Richard.  (1995)  Journals in the Classroom:  Writing to Learn 

 



British and World Literature: Recommended Reading  
 

The purpose of your summer reading is to expand your view of British and World Literature.  Therefore, be sure to broaden 

your knowledge and experience.  The world is large, and it will be up to you to individually find a good sampling.  Consider 

the list below (recommended through various sources including the Arrowhead Library System and individual honors 

students). You may also look for other books but be certain they meet the World / British Literature Requirements.  If not 

certain, double check with Mr. Krafthefer by reaching out via email.   
   

• Achebe, Chinua Things Fall Apart Okonkwo, a proud village leader, is driven to murder and suicide by 

European changes to his traditional Ibo society. (Nigeria) 

• Allende, Isabel House of the Spirits The story of the Trueba family in Chile, from the turn of the century to the 

violent days of the overthrow of the Salvador Allende government in 1973. (Chile) 

• Anderson, Hans Christian Fairytales & Other Stories A collection of some of the most celebrated child stories.  

(HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)   

• Anand, Mulk Raj  Untouchables (India) 

• Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice Love and marriage among the English country gentry of Austen's day.  

(HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)   

• Balzac, Honore de Pere Goriot A father is reduced to poverty after giving money to his daughters.  

• Borges, Jorge Luis Labyrinths An anthology of literary fireworks based on Borges' favorite symbol.  

• Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre An intelligent and passionate governess falls in love with a strange, moody man 

tormented by dark secrets.  (HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)   

• Bronte, Emily Wuthering Heights One of the masterpieces of English romanticism, this is a novel of Heathcliff 

and Catherine, love and revenge.  (HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)  

• Buck, Pearl S. Peony (China) 

• Camus, Albert The Stranger A man who is virtually unknown to both himself and others commits a pointless 

murder for which he has no explanation. (Algeria) 

• Coelho, Paulo The Alchemist (Brazil) (HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)  

• Carroll, Lewis Alice's Adventures in Wonderland A fantasy in which Alice follows the White Rabbit to a 

dream world.  

• Cervantes, Miguel de Don Quixote An eccentric old gentleman sets out as a knight "tilting at windmills" to right 

the wrongs of the world.  

• Conrad, Joseph Heart of Darkness The novel's narrator journeys into the Congo where he discovers the extent to 

which greed can corrupt a good man.  

• Davidar, David  The House of Blue Mangoes  (India) 

• Defoe, Daniel Robinson Crusoe The adventures of a man who spends 24 years on an isolated island.  

• Dickens, Charles Great Expectations The story of the rise, fall, and rise again of a humbly-born orphan.  

• Dostoevski, Feodor Crime and Punishment A psychological novel about a poor student who murders an old 

woman pawnbroker and her sister.  

• Eliot, George The Mill on the Floss Maggie is miserable because her brother disapproves of her choices of 

romances.  

• Esquivel, Laura Like Water for Chocolate  As the youngest of three daughters in a turn-of-the-century Mexican 

family, Tita may not marry but must remain at home to care for her mother. (Mexico) 

• Flaubert, Gustave  Madame Bovary In her extramarital affairs, a bored young wife seeks unsuccessfully to find 

the emotional experiences she craves.  

• Forster, E.M.  A Passage to India  A young English woman in British-ruled India accuses an Indian doctor of 

sexual assault.  

• Fuentes, Carlos  The Death of Artemio Cruz  A powerful Mexican newspaper publisher recalls his life as he lies 

dying at age 71.  

• Garcia Marquez, Gabriel  One Hundred Years of Solitude  A technique called magical realism is used in this 

portrait of seven generations in the lives of the Buendia family. 

• Gogol, Nikolai  The Overcoat Russian tales of good and evil. (Ukrain) 

• Grass, Gunter  The Tin Drum  Oskar describes the amoral conditions through which he has lived in Germany, 

both during and after the Hitler regime.  

• Hardy, Thomas  Tess of the D'Urbervilles The happiness of Tess and her husband is destroyed when she 

confesses that she bore a child as the result of a forced sexual relationship with her employer's son.  



• Hesse, Hermann  Siddhartha Emerging from a kaleidoscope of experiences and pleasures, a young Brahmin 

ascends to a state of peace and mystic holiness. (German) 

• Huxley, Aldous  Brave New World A bitter satire of the future, in which the world is controlled by advances in 

science and social changes.  

• Joyce, James   A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man  A novel about a young man growing up in Ireland and 

rebelling against family, country, and religion.  

• Kafka, Franz   The Trial  A man is tried for a crime he knows nothing about, yet for which he feels guilt.  

• Larsson, Steig The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo Aided by a fiercely independent hacker, an editor for a news 

journal is hired to investigate a murder from 40 years ago.  WARNING: This book is written for adults—it has 

intense scenes of violence and sexual abuse.  (HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)   

• Lawrence, D.H. Sons and Lovers  An autobiographical novel about a youth torn between a dominant working-

class father and a possessive genteel mother.  

• Mann, Thomas  Death in Venice  In this novella, an author becomes aware of a darker side of himself when he 

visits Venice.  

• Mathabane, Mark Kaffir Boy (South Africa) 

• Markandaya, Kamala Nectar in a Sieve (India) 

• McCourt, Frank Angela’s Ashes Francis survives immigrating to Ireland with his family during the Great 

Depression.  WARNING: This intense book is written for adults.   (HONORS RECOMMENDED!)  

• Pasternak, Boris  Doctor Zhivago  An epic novel of Russia before and after the Bolshevik revolution.  

• Paton, Alan   Cry, the Beloved Country  A country Zulu pastor searches for his sick sister in Johannesburg, 

and discovers that she has become a prostitute and his son a murderer. (South Africa) 

• Remarque, Erich Maria  All Quiet on the Western Front  A young German soldier in World War I experiences 

pounding shellfire, hunger, sickness, and death.  

• Scott, Sir Walter  Ivanhoe  Tale of Ivanhoe, the disinherited knight, Lady Rowena, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and 

Robin Hood at the time of the Crusades.  

• Solzhenitsyn, Aleksander One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Ivan Denisovich Shukhov endures one more 

day in a Siberian prison camp and finds joy in survival. (Russian) 

• Swift, Jonathan Gulliver's Travels Gulliver encounters dwarfs and giants and has other strange adventures when 

his ship is wrecked in distant lands.  (HONORS STUDENT RECOMMENDED!)   

• Tan, Amy  The Joy Luck Club  After her mother's death, a young Chinese-American woman learns of her 

mother's tragic early life in China.  

• Tolstoy, Leo Anna Karenina: Anna forsakes her husband for the dashing Count Vronsky and brief happiness. 

(Russian) 

• Ung, Luong  First They Killed My Father (Cambodia) 

• Weisel, Elie  Night : a searing account of the Holocaust as experienced by a 15-year-old boy.  
 

Other authors of interest:  Banana Yoshimoto (Japan),   Kazuo Ishiguro (Japanese-British author: A PALE VIEW OF HILLS) 
Adams, Douglas  

Aldiss, Brian  

Amis, Kingsley  

Amis, Martin  

Bainbridge, Beryl  

Banks, Ian  

Barker, Pat  

Barrie, James M.  

Baxter, Stephen  

Bowen, Elizabeth  

Burgess, Anthony  

Byatt, A. S.  

Carlyle, Thomas  

Cary, Joyce  

Chaucer, Geoffrey  

Chesterton, G.K.  

Christie, Agatha  

Clarke, Arthur  

Clough, ArthurHugh  

Douglas, Norman  

Doyle, Arthur Conan  

Du Maurier, Daphne   

Edgeworth, Maria  

Fitzgerald, Penelope  

Fleming, Ian  

Fowles, John  

Gardiner, Nadine  

Gaiman, Neil  

Golding, William  

Graves, Robert  

Greene, Graham   

Gunn, Thom  

Heaney, Seamus  

Hume, David  

James, P. D.  

Keneally, Thomas  

Lawrence, T. E.  

Le Carre, John  

Lessing, Doris  

Lewis, C. S.  

McEwan, Ian  

Mansfield, Katherine  

Muldoon, Paul  

Murdoch, Iris  

O’Brien, Flann  

O’Casey, Sean  

Orwell, George  

Paton, Alan  

Pratchett, Terry  

Priestley, J.B.  

Rhys, Jean  

Richards, I.A.  

Rossetti, Christina  

Rossetti, Dante  

Rowling, J.K.  

Rushdie, Salman  

Sayers, Dorothy L.  

Schreiner, Olive  

Snow, C.P.  

Southey, Robert  

Spark, Muriel  

Spendler, Stephen  

Sterne, Laurence  

Stevenson, Robert L.  

Stewart, Mary  

Stoker, Bram  

Stoppard, Tom   

Swift, Graham  

Thackeray, William   

              Makepeace  

Thompson, Francis  

Tolkien, J.R.R.  

Trollope, Anthony  

Waugh, Evelyn *  

Weldon, Fay  

Wells, H.G.  

West, Rebecca  

Wilde, Oscar  

Wodehouse, P. G.  

Woolf, Virginia  

 

 

 Denotes British 

Literature    

Note: Some books by 

these authors may not fit 

the literature 

requirement.   

If not sure, contact Mr. 

Krafthefer at 

mkrafthe@cloquet.k12.m

n.us 

 

FINAL NOTE:  Be sure to use notes to document your observations (include page numbers for reference).  What you 

observe will be needed for your Book Report and Journal Entries.   


